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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

It appears that applicant intended claim 8 to be formed in the alternative as it 
would be impractical to use all four input devices listed at the same time to utilize the 
claimed invention. Claim 8 will be examined under the assumption that the word "and" 
in line 4 of claim 8 is "or." 

3. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as failing to set 
forth the subject matter which applicant(s) regard as their invention. Evidence that 
claim 10 fail(s) to correspond in scope with that which applicant(s) regard as the 
invention can be found in Paper No. 1 filed February, 14 th 2001 . In that paper, applicant 
has stated "other methods of indicating the active dial may include a halo for the active 
dial, blinking of the active dial, change of color, etc., and this statement indicates that 
the invention is different from what is defined in the claim(s) because the claim recites 
the conjunction "and" implying that all of the indications are to be represented 
simultaneously. 
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It appears that applicant intended claim 10 to be formed in the alternative, as it 
would be contradictory to the filed disclosure, Claim 10 will be examined under the 
assumption that the word "and" on line 2 of claim 10 is "or." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-4 and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin ("IBM", New method of Setting Time by One 
Mouse Operation, vol. 40, No. 03, Mar. 1997). 

As per independent claim 1, IBM teaches a method for inputting time in a video 
environment, comprising: 

displaying an analog-type mechanism having an hour hand grab mechanism and 
a minute hand grab mechanism (IBM, Fig. 1), 

wherein the hour hand grab mechanism may be pulled with a user input device to 
set a desired hour (IBM, Fig. 2; Paragraph 1), and 

wherein the minute hand grab mechanism may be pulled with the user input 
device to set a desired minute (IBM, Fig. 2; Paragraph 1); and 

displaying a day/evening selector, wherein day or evening may be selected with 
the user input device (IBM, Figs. 1-2). 



Application/Control Number: 09/783,886 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2174 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1, IBM teaches the method 
according to claim 1, wherein displaying an analog-type time mechanism, further 
comprises displaying a first analog-type time mechanism having the hour hand grab 
mechanism; and displaying a second analog-type time mechanism having the minute 
hand grab mechanism (IBM, Figs. 1-2). 

As per independent claim 3, IBM teaches a device for inputting time in a video 
environment, comprising: 

an analog-type mechanism having an hour hand grab mechanism connected to 
an hour hand and a minute hand grab mechanism connected to a minute hand, 

wherein the hour hand grab mechanism may be pulled with an user input device 
to set a desired hour, and 

wherein the minute hand grab mechanism may be pulled with the user input 
device to set a desired minute; and 

a day/evening selector, wherein day or evening may be selected with the user 
input device (IBM, Figs. 1-2). 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 1, IBM teaches the device according 
to claim 1 , wherein the analog-type time mechanism, further comprises a first analog- 
type time mechanism having the hour hand grab mechanism; and a second analog-type 
time mechanism having the minute hand grab mechanism (IBM, Figs. 1-2). 
As per independent claim 12, IBM teaches a system for inputting time in a video 
environment, comprising: 
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means for displaying an analog-type mechanism having an hour hand grab 
mechanism and a minute hand grab mechanism, wherein the hour hand grab 
mechanism may be pulled with an user input device to set a desired hour, and wherein 
the minute hand grab mechanism may be pulled with the user input device to set a 
desired minute; and 

means for displaying a day/evening selector, wherein day or evening may be 
selected with the user input device (IBM, Figs. 1-2). 

As per claim 13, which is dependent on claim 12, IBM teaches the system 
according to claim 12, wherein means for displaying an analog-type time mechanism, 
further comprises means for displaying a first analog-type time mechanism having the 
hour hand grab mechanism; and means for displaying a second analog-type time 
mechanism having the minute hand grab mechanism (IBM, Figs. 1-2). 
As per independent claim 14, IBM teaches a computer-readable medium having stored 
thereon a plurality of instructions for inputting time in a video environment, said plurality 
of instructions when executed by a computer, cause said computer to perform: 

displaying an analog-type mechanism having an hour hand grab mechanism and 
a minute hand grab mechanism, wherein the hour hand grab mechanism may be pulled 
with an user input device to set a desired hour, and wherein the minute hand grab 
mechanism may be pulled with the user input device to set a desired minute; and 

displaying a day/evening selector, wherein day or evening may be selected with 
the user input device (IBM, Figs. 1-2). 
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As per claim 15, which is dependent on claim 14, IBM teaches the computer-readable 
medium of claim 14 having stored thereon additional instructions, said additional 
instructions when executed by a computer, cause said computer to further perform: 

displaying a first analog-type time mechanism having the hour hand grab 
mechanism; and displaying a second analog-type time mechanism having the minute 
hand grab mechanism (IBM, Figs. 1-2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
IBM in view of Cash ("Cash", US# 4,759,002), 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 4, IBM teaches an analog clock 
system with a day and night selector as described above. IBM does not teach the day 
and night selections being indicated by a sun and moon respectively. 

Cash teaches an analog clock including a dial with a sun and moon to designate 
the day and night hours (Cash, Figs. 1-4; col. 1, lines 49-64). The dial is used in telling 
time as well as for setting time. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time of invention to use the sun and moon depictions of Cash in the day/night 
selector of IBM because they would provide a more easily distinguishable way in which 
to set the accurate time. 



Application/Control Number: 09/783,886 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2174 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 5, IBM does not teach the device of 
claim 5, wherein the hour hand moves towards a next hour marking when the minute 
hand is pulled. OFFICIAL NOTICE is taken that the relationship exhibited between 
movement of the minute and hour hands on a clock is well known in the clock art. It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to incorporate 
the movement relationship into the clock representation of IBM and Cash because it 
would more accurately model its physical analogue. 

8. Claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over IBM 
in view of Cash as applied to claims 5 and 6 above, and further in view of Horzick 
("Horzick", US# 3,803,831). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 6, the invention of IBM in view of 
Cash does not teach the device of claim 6, wherein the analog-time mechanism is 
divided into a neutral region, a minute region, and an hour region, 

wherein each region has an associated color, 

wherein the hour region is between a twelve position and the hour hand, 
wherein the minute region is between the twelve position and the minute hand, 
but does not include the hour region, and 

wherein the neutral region does not include the hour region and the minute 

region. 

Horzick teaches a visual indication apparatus with rotatable discs. Horzick 
further teaches a plurality of discs rotating in relation to one another causing a 
continually expanding zone of color (Horzick, col. 1 , lines 52-57). Furthermore, Horzick 
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teaches using these several discs as minute, hour, and second indications as in a clock 
(Horzick, col. 1, lines 57-62). Accordingly, as the discs rotate they provide three distinct 
regions which, in a clock system, relate to an hour region, a minute region, and a 
neutral region, each of which are mutually exclusive (Horzick, Fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to use 
the color/region system of Horzick in the analog clock system of IBM and Cash because 
it would provide an improved visual indicator apparatus for a timepiece which an 
immediate and accurate indication of time at a glance (Horzick, col. 1, lines 32-35). 

As per claim 8, which is dependent on claim 7, IBM further teaches the use of a 
mouse to set both the time and minute in the analog clock system (IBM, Paragraph 1 ). 

As per claim 9, which is dependent on claim 8, Horzick further teaches the device 
of claim 8, wherein the first and second analog-type mechanisms include an indicator to 
indicate if the first or second mechanism is active by the changing size and color of the 
regions representing the hours, minutes, and seconds (Horzick, col. 1, lines 52-62). 

As per claim 10, which depends on claim 9, Horzick further teaches the device of 
claim 9, wherein the indicator comprises a halo, a blinking effect, a cursor, or a 
changing color effect (Horzick, col. 1, lines 52-62). 

9. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over IBM, 
Cash, and Horzick as applied to claims 7-10 above, and further in view of Jackson 
("Jackson", US# 4,081,754). 
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As per claim 1 1, the invention of IBM, Cash, and Horzick does not teach the 
device of claim 10, wherein the device is used for inputting program preview times, 
program end times, program start recording times, and program end recording times. 

Jackson teaches an analog type clock system that can be used to turn a video 
system on or off as well as record programs (Jackson, col. 6, lines 65-68 and col. 7, 
lines 1-10). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to use 
the analog television recording time system of Jackson in the analog clock system of 
IBM, Cash, and Horzick because it would provide the user with immediate feedback 
with regards to the times being set. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Capps et al. (US# 5,487,054) teaches a method and apparatus for setting a clock 
in a computer system. 

Fleming (US# 5,247,284) teaches a graphical method of inputting time values. 

Hattori (US# 4,456,385) teaches an interpolating time set apparatus. 

Keaney (US# 5,088,440) teaches a color changing indicator for an indicating 
apparatus. 

Lorello (US# 5,422,864) teaches a composite faced, color coded minute clock. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam M. Lewis whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0720. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:00-4:30, Alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on 703-308-0640. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



al 




